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“The blow which has knocked the French in the head.” 
—Col. Henry Bouquet, on the Treaty of Easton, referring 
to the Ohio River Valley Indians’ agreement in the treaty 
not to fight for the French5

Background for the Teacher
Read “How Did the War Progress?” in the Teacher Background  
on the French and Indian War, pages 22-24.

There were two distinct phases of the war as it progressed in 
North America. In this unit, you and your students will follow 
the progress of the war and analyze some of the reasons why 
the fortunes of the French, the British, and the American 
Indians changed over time. 

Key Teaching Points
	 • �Britain formally declared war on France

	 • �French General Montcalm arrived in Canada

	 • �Lord Loudoun became the commander-in-chief of all 
British troops in North America

	 • �The French, using their American Indian allies, were  
successful in 1756 and 1757 

	 • �William Pitt made changes to war policies which were 
favorable to the colonists, and the colonists responded 
with overwhelming support for the war

	 • �The British captured the fortress at Louisbourg, 
Fort Frontenac, and Fort Duquesne in 1758

	 • �The British made peace with the Ohio River Valley  
Indians in the Treaty of Easton in 1758

	 • �In 1759, Fort Niagara, Fort Ticonderoga, Crown 
Point, and Quebec all fell to the British

	 • �The British began to build Fort Pitt 

	 • �The fall of Montreal in 1760 ended the fighting 
in North America

Activity in This Unit 
“Time Line of the French 
and Indian War” 
• �This helps students put  

the events of the French 
and Indian War in  
chronological order.

Unit 4  How Did The War Progress?

5 S.K. Stevens, Donald H. Kent, Autumn L. Leonard, editors. The Papers of Henry Bouquet, vol. II. (Harrisburg, PA:  

The Pennsylvania Historical Museum and Commission, 1951), 611.

Unit 4
How Did The War Progress?

A view of Quebec, 1759, 
with many ruined buildings 
after a summer of being 
bombed
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The major events in the French and Indian War are complicated 
and can be confusing. This time line will help your students 
put events in chronological order.

Some of the dates are shaded. These events deal with the 
arrival of new commanders, new alliances, or new policies.

There is a lot of flexibility in this activity. If completing the 
entire time line is too time consuming, direct the students to 
complete only specific years or only the un-shaded events.

Procedure
	 1. �Give students copies of the Activity Worksheet “Time 

Line.”

	 2. �Review the events on the time line with students.

	 3. �Each row makes one strip. Thus each strip has one 
“Date/Event/What took Place.” The entire time line 
has 33 strips.

	 4. �Have students cut out each strip of the time line. 

	 5. �Students can create their own time lines using long 
rolls of paper. Work with the class to design the time 
line spacing. Students should attach the time line 
strips above the date line.

	 6. �Have students add additional information to the time line. 
Ask the students what else was going on in the world 
during the time of these events. Add the new information 
below the line.

	 7.� Have students locate on the map the French and Indian 
War forts that were key to the progress of the war. Label 
when they were captured and/or whether they were 
British or French forts. 

Extension Activity 
Have students create a time line of George Washington’s 
military service in the French and Indian War.

National History Standards 
K-4 Topic 2: 3A, 3B, 3D, 3E 
K-4 Topic 3: 5A

US Era 2: 1B

National Geography Standards 
1, 4, 5, 13, 17

Standards 

Materials You’ll 
Need
• �1 copy of the Activity 

Worksheet “Time Line” 
for each student

• �1 copy of the map 
“Indian Nations and 
French and Indian War 
Forts 1754-1763” for 
each student

• �1 long piece of shelf 
paper or butcher paper 
for each student

• �Glue

• �Reference works –  
reference books, 
computers with access 
to the internet, 
biography cards 

Time Line of the French and Indian War
Teacher Instructions
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Time Line
Activity Worksheet

Date

Spring and Sum
m

er 1753

April 17, 1754

M
ay 28, 1754

July 3, 1754

July 9, 1755

After July 9, 1755

Events	

French build forts

Forks of the O
hio captured

Jum
onville skirm

ish

G
reat M

eadow
s B

attle or B
attle  

at Fort N
ecessity

The B
attle of the M

onongahela  
(M

eh-N
O

N
-gah-H

AY-lah)

O
hio Valley Am

erican Indians choose

W
hat Took Place

The French build Fort Presque Isle and Fort 
LeB

oeuf in the upper O
hio R

iver Valley

The French capture the Forks of the O
hio and 

begin to build Fort D
uquesne. They now

 control 
the O

hio R
iver Valley.

The first shots of the French and Indian W
ar are 

fired w
hen G

eorge W
ashington’s soldiers surround 

the French. The French com
m

ander, Jum
onville, 

is killed. 

The skirm
ish w

ith Jum
onville leads to the B

attle 
at Fort N

ecessity. W
ashington surrenders. The w

ar 
in N

orth Am
erica has begun.

G
eneral Edw

ard B
raddock and an arm

y of 2,400
 

set out to capture Fort D
uquesne. A few

 m
iles 

from
 the fort, they fight w

ith the French and their 
Am

erican Indian allies. It is a terrible defeat for 
the B

ritish. 

After B
raddock’s defeat m

any Am
erican Indians 

decide to fight for the French. O
ther Am

erican 
Indians w

ho are loyal to the B
ritish leave the O

hio 
R

iver Valley 

# # # # #
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Date

M
ay 1756

M
ay 17, 1756

July 23, 1756

August 14, 1756

August 9-10, 1757

M
arch 10, 1758

Events	

French G
eneral M

ontcalm
  

(m
on-K

AH
LM

) arrives in Q
uebec

W
ar declared

B
ritish Lord Loudoun arrives in N

ew
 York

Fort O
sw

ego captured

Fort W
illiam

 H
enry captured

B
ritish Secretary of State W

illiam
 Pitt 

sets a new
 policy

W
hat Took Place

H
e does not like depending on Am

erican Indian 
allies. O

ver tim
e he changes the w

ay the French 
fight the w

ar.

The B
ritish form

ally declare w
ar on the French. 

Fighting spreads to the W
est Indies, India, and 

Europe.

Lord Loudoun threatens the colonies and  
treats them

 badly. They do not like his behavior 
and resist helping him

. This hurts the B
ritish  

w
ar effort.

The French capture the B
ritish Fort O

sw
ego and 

take control of Lake O
ntario. 

The French capture Fort W
illiam

 H
enry. H

ow
ever, 

they do not talk w
ith their Am

erican Indian allies 
about the surrender. The surrender agreem

ent 
angers the Am

erican Indians, and the next day 
they capture or kill hundreds of B

ritish. 

A letter arrives from
 Pitt that changes the  

policies of Lord Loudoun. N
ow

 the colonies  
are very supportive of the w

ar.

# # # # #

Activity Worksheet - Time Line



75

Activity Worksheet - Time Line
Date

M
ay – N

ovem
ber 25, 1758

July 8, 1758

June 8 – July 26, 1758

August 25-27, 1758

O
ctober 8-26, 1758

N
ovem

ber 24-25, 1758

Events	

G
eneral Forbes’ cam

paign

Fort Ticonderoga  
(TEYE-kon-duh-R

O
H

-guh) battle

Fortress at Louisbourg captured

Fort Frontenac (FR
AH

N
- tay-nak) captured

Treaty of Easton negotiated

Fort D
uquesne destroyed

W
hat Took Place

G
eneral John Forbes builds a road through 

Pennsylvania. H
e builds forts along the road.  

The last fort is called the “post at Loyalhanna,” 
later Fort Ligonier (lig-oh-N

IH
R

).

D
espite having m

any m
ore troops, the B

ritish do 
not take Fort Ticonderoga.

The B
ritish capture the fortress at Louisbourg. 

This opens the St. Law
rence R

iver and the w
ater 

route to Canada.

The B
ritish capture Fort Frontenac. This fort  

supplied all the French forts in the O
hio R

iver 
Valley and further w

est.

The O
hio R

iver Valley Am
erican Indians sign  

the treaty prom
ising not to fight for the French.  

In return the B
ritish prom

ise not to settle the 
lands w

est of the Allegheny M
ountains after  

the w
ar. 

The French abandon Fort D
uquesne and destroy  

it before they go. The B
ritish take control of the 

abandoned fort site. 

# # # ##
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Activity Worksheet - Time Line

Date

July 1759

July 10-25, 1759

July 26, 1759

Sum
m

er 1759

Septem
ber 13, 1759

Septem
ber 8, 1760

Fall 1761

Events	

The Iroquois ally w
ith the B

ritish

Fort N
iagara captured

Fort Ticonderoga and Crow
n Point captured

Fort Pitt built

B
attle of Q

uebec

M
ontreal captured

Jeffery Am
herst changes trade policy

W
hat Took Place

The Iroquois decide to ally w
ith the B

ritish and 
help them

 defeat the French at Fort N
iagara.

The French surrender the fort to the B
ritish after  

a long fight.

The French arm
y retreats and the B

ritish capture 
Fort Ticonderoga and Crow

n Point.

The B
ritish begin building Fort Pitt at the Forks 

of the O
hio.

The French surrender the city of Q
uebec after the 

B
ritish defeat them

 in an early m
orning battle just 

outside the city.

The B
ritish capture M

ontreal. Fighting ends 
betw

een the French and the B
ritish in N

orth 
Am

erica. The B
ritish and French are still fighting 

in other parts of the w
orld.

Am
herst changes the trading practices w

ith 
the Am

erican Indians. The new
 rules cause the 

Am
erican Indians to suffer great hardship.

# # # ###
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Activity Worksheet - Time Line
Date

June 8 – August 13, 1762

February 10, 1763

April 27, 1763

M
ay 9, 1763

M
ay 16 – June 21, 1763

August 5-6, 1763

Events	

H
avana, Cuba, captured

Treaty of Paris im
plem

ented

Pontiac holds a council

Pontiac’s W
ar begins

Eight B
ritish Forts are captured

B
attle of B

ushy R
un

W
hat Took Place

The B
ritish capture the Spanish city of H

avana 
and bring another European pow

er into the w
ar. 

The Spanish, French, and B
ritish sign a  

peace treaty at Paris. M
uch of N

orth Am
erica 

changes hands.

Pontiac holds a council and plans to attack Fort 
D

etroit. H
e unites m

any Am
erican Indian nations 

in an effort to drive B
ritish soldiers off their land.

Pontiac and his w
arriors attack Fort D

etroit.

The Am
erican Indians capture and burn B

ritish 
forts and settlem

ents. B
oth Fort Pitt and Fort 

D
etroit are surrounded w

ithout help or supplies.

Colonel H
enry B

ouquet (B
oo-K

AY) attem
pts to 

relieve Fort Pitt. O
n August 5, near B

ushy R
un, 

Am
erican Indians attack. The next day B

ouquet 
tricks the Indians and drives them

 off.

# # # ##
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Activity Worksheet - Time Line

Date

O
ctober 7, 1763

Fall 1765

Events	

Proclam
ation of 1763 issued

Pontiac’s W
ar ends

W
hat Took Place

In an effort to stop all the Am
erican Indian  

fighting, K
ing G

eorge III signs the Proclam
ation  

of 1763, w
hich requires B

ritish colonists to  
live east of the Allegheny M

ountains. 

The B
ritish change their policy regarding  

trade w
ith the Am

erican Indians, w
hich the 

Am
erican Indians find agreeable. The  

Am
erican Indians m

ake peace w
ith the B

ritish  
and end Pontiac’s W

ar. 

#




